THE PERSONAL PREROGATIVES

and the Chancellor to be necessary'1 and requesting the members of the
Cabinet to remain in office until he had made other arrangements.*

The resignation of ministers was announced to Parliament, and the
House of Commons proceeded to pass with a majority of eighty an
address to the King praying him to * call to his Council such persons
only as will carry into effect, unimpaired in all its essential provisions,
that Bill for Reforming the Representation of the People which has
recently passed this House'. The King nevertheless sent for Lord
Lyndhurst and asked him to consider whether an administration could
be formed on the basis of moderate but extensive reform. The Duke of
Wellington agreed to support the proposal, but Sir Robert Peel refused.
The King then sent for the Duke, who was commissioned to form a
Government, though not necessarily as Prime Minister. But Peel's
opposition, and above all the attitude of the House of Commons, made
the task impossible, and on 15 May the Duke resigned his commission.

The King at once proposed to Grey that the Bill should be passed by
agreement, without the creation of peers. The old Cabinet met the same
day and replied that 'they could not continue in their present situation
... except with a sufficient security that they will possess the power of
passing the present Bill, unimpaired in its principles, and its essential
provisions, and as nearly as possible in its present form'.3 The King,
however, drew attention to a statement by Mr Baring, the temporary
Tory leader of the House of Commons, suggesting that an assurance
might be given that the Bill would be allowed to pass. A Cabinet
minute was drawn up in answer on 16 May, stating that the two possi-
bilities were a cessation of opposition, and a creation of peers. They did
not believe that the former was practicable, but as they wished to avoid
the latter, they asked permission to hold over an answer until the i8th.
On the morning of 17 May the King sent, through Sir Henry Taylor,
a letter to the Duke and some of his followers, pointing out that a
declaration in the House of Lords, by a sufficient number of peers, that
they had resolved to drop opposition to the Bill, would remove all

1 The minute was presented by Lords Grey and Brougham, who had mentioned the
figure of fifty.

3 Grey, Correspondence with King William If and Sir Henry Taylor, n, p. 396; Taylor
Papers, p. 343.

3 Grey, op. dt. n, p. 411; Taylor Papers, pp. 347-8.
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